SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 18th May 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllrs P N Aldis (Chairman), P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, P Jones, M Pettitt, J Sandhu, M Scott, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton and G White.
Also present were five members of the public and one member of the press.
1.  
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Bartlett, Osborne and D Sharman. 
2.  
Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members 

(P01/09)

(a)  Prejudicial interests.
Cllr Gale (Planning Application MB/09/00369/FULL) as School Governor of St Swithuns School.
(b)  Personal interests.
Cllr Aldis (Agenda item 16) as Vice-Chairman of Sandy Enhancement Group.
Cllr Blaine (Planning Application MB/09/00369/FULL) as a Cllr for Bedfordshire County Council and Central Bedfordshire Council.
Cllr Gale (Agenda item 11 and 12) as Vice-President of Sandy Colts Football Club and Life Member of Sandy Cricket Club, users of Sunderland Road Recreation Ground.
Cllr Pettitt (Agenda item 11 and 12) as Vice-President of Sandy Colts Football Club and of Sandy Cricket Club, users of Sunderland Road Recreation Ground.
Cllr Mrs Sutton (Agenda item 16) as Chairman of Sandy Enhancement Group.

Cllr White (Agenda item 18) cousin of Mr Feltwell.
3.   
Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 











(P02/09) (See List Attached)

 4.
To approve the Minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Monday 16th March 2009.

(P03/09)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 16th March 2009 as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 30th March 2009, which had been previously circulated, were signed as a correct record.
5.
Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions


(P04/09)
The decision to allow the appeal and grant planning permission by the Planning Inspector for the site at 18 Market Square, Sandy, SG19 1LA was noted.
6.
Planning or Enforcement Appeals - Costs Decisions

(P05/09)
The decision to dismiss the costs appeal by the Planning Inspector for the site at 18 Market Square, Sandy, SG19 1LA was noted.

7.    Planning and Enforcement Appeals - Notification from Central Bedfordshire Council








(P06/09)
Notice of appeal received from Central Bedfordshire Council - MB/08/02335/FULL - Site at 4 – 6 London Road, Sandy. 
Resolved: That the Planning Inspector is contacted about the over-development of the site and the impact on near neighbours.
Notice of appeal received from Central Bedfordshire Council - MB/08/01339/FULL - Site at Land to rear of 114 – 120 St Neots Road, Sandy.
Resolved: To ratify and approve action already taken by the Clerk.
8.    Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy


(P07/09)
Cllr Aldis reported that one application in Sandy had been considered by the last meeting of the Development Committee. Application no. 09/00278/FULL Application for single storey rear extension with external terrace over existing ground floor extension at 12 Park Court, Sandy - Refused because of loss of amenity and adverse impact on near neighbours.
9.   Central Bedfordshire Mapping Project




(P08/09)
The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. After discussion
Resolved: That the Deputy Clerk be requested to respond, asking for the following a clearer map so that it can be re-considered at a future meeting and how will the Central Bedfordshire Mapping Project fit with the Green Infrastructure Plan. 
10.    Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan



(P09/09)
The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
Cllr Mrs Sutton explained about the Draft Flood and Water Management Bill. 
It was also reported that a meeting of the Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan working group is meeting on the 11th June 2009.
Resolved: That the report be noted and the working group report back to Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee.

11.    Open Spaces Sub-Committee





(P10/09)
The minutes of the meeting held on the 15th April 2009 were received and considered. Following discussion it was 
Resolved to Recommend: That overseeding of all Sunderland Road Recreation Ground grass areas is carried out by a sub contractor as per the 2007 IOG report and this to be completed each year until the sward is considered thick enough.

Resolved: That slit tining is carried out as per the 2007 IOG report.

Resolved: That the cricket outfield is cut on a Friday morning instead of a Thursday morning.

Resolved: To investigate with the football club whether the pitches can be moved, can the pitches be made smaller and / or are 3 mini pitches required.
Resolved: That if the football club are not requiring all the pitches that only the required number of pitches are marked.
Resolved: That the mini pitches are rotated so that essential renovation of football pitches can be undertaken.
Resolved: That the vertidraining takes place when ground conditions are suitable and areas currently being played on are given a light rolling.

Resolved to Recommend: That a chain harrow is purchased, if money not available at present time, to be placed on estimates.
Resolved to Recommend: That if Inspire are unable to landscape the area around the pavilion to the required standard that an outside company is employed and this is paid for out of the retention for the building project.

12.  Sunderland Road Pavilion Project Management Working Group (P11/09)
The minutes of the meeting held on the 16th April 2009 were received and considered. Following discussion it was 
Resolved to recommend: 1. That the Town Council purchase 2 pole mounted litter bins at a cost of £100 each.
2. That the Town Council purchase an 8’ long “Oxford” boot cleaner at a cost of £300.

3. That the money should be sourced from the contingency amount.

Resolved: That Town Council should be requested to decide whether or not Sandy Cricket Club be allowed to consume alcohol in the Pavilion.

Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to provide details on the Biffaward competition in connection with the new Pavilion.  
13.  Street Naming








(P12/09)
The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. After discussion
Resolved: We agreed with the street name of Brook End Lane as suggested.
14.  Bedford Road Recreation Ground





(P13/09)
The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. After discussion
Resolved: As Albion Court has now been adopted and is no longer a Private road, it was decided to take no action.
15.  Signage









(P14/09)
The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. After discussion
Resolved to Recommend: That the new and replacement signs are purchased at a cost of £550.69. 
Resolved: To ask Sandy Enhancement Group for what they would like to happen if any old Best Kept Road signs are missing.
16. Sandy Enhancement Group






(P15/09)
The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. Members discussed
Resolved: That planters are not placed outside the Council Office entrance doors.

Resolved to Recommend: That a tree is planted in a new location outside the Post Office, block paving removed for the new tree hole is then reused to cover over the existing tree position and the existing metal grill and tree stand are re-installed in the new tree location.
17. Central Bedfordshire Licence Application



(P16/09)
The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. Three electors spoke to the committee. Several Councillors spoke about the licence application. 
Resolved: Object under two licensing objectives: To prevent crime & disorder and prevent public nuisance. The Committee object to the change in variation and any change to the licence would increase Crime & Disorder and Public Nuisance. 
*18. Update Additional Allotment land




(P17/09)
SEE PART II EXEMPT / CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES – MINUTE NO P17/09
Resolved: That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (6) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (other than the authority)” the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.
*19. Update Allotment land






(P18/09)
SEE PART II EXEMPT / CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES – MINUTE NO P18/09
Resolved: That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (3) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to any particular applicant for, or recipient or former recipient of, any service provided by the authority” the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.
20.  Press Release








(P19/09)
Resolved: It was not felt necessary to issue a Press Release.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	7/5/09

32/09


	MB/09/00454/  TPO

Mr W Smith

Sandelands

48 High Street

Sandy

SG19 1AJ
	TPO: Works to trees as per submitted schedule at Sandelands, 48 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 46,50 & 97 High Street, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	PP&OS

18/5/09

19/5/09
	

	8/5/09

33/09


	CB/09/00802/  FULL

Marshalls Mono Ltd

Lower Brier Lodge

Sothowram

Halifax

West Yorkshire

HX3 9SY


	Full application for erection of cement storage silo at Marshalls Mono Ltd, Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1,3,5 & 18 Darlington Close, 2,4,6,26 & 28 Tyne Road, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection and it shows Marshalls intent to stay in Sandy for the near future.
	PP&OS

18/5/09

19/5/09
	

	8/5/09

34/09


	MB/09/00369/  FULL

Bedfordshire County Council

County Hall

Cauldwell Street

Bedford

MK42 9AP


	Full application for single storey extension to provide an Autism Unit comprising of Classroom, Quiet room, Office and Toilets at St Swithuns School, Ivel Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 15,16,17,18,19,20,21& 22 Rectory Court Sandy notified.
	Resolved: Actively support and no objection.
	PP&OS

18/5/09

19/5/09
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